A PEACE AMBASSADOR TO THE IROQUOIS
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Prelude -----

When & gudden and perfect calm surveneg amidst a formidable tem-
pest, breaking down its course right in the paroxyism of violence, in
presence of guch a wonder, & miracle hag to be proclaimed for it is some-
thing unnatural and therefore, some power sguperior to the laws of natare
must have entered into play; and if this coincidee with confident pray-
ers and humble supplication of saintly soule for help and cafety, them
there is no neéd of hesitetion in admitting the direct intervention of
God.

During the year 1653 a sudden change happened in the minde of
the fierce Iroquoig. A spirit of peace found entry into their souls.
Delegation after delegation were sent by them to the French not only
carrying words of peace hut moreover pleading for the Black-Robe to be
sent to them, with the promise that they would hear him if he were go-
ing to teach them and that the whole nation would embrace the Religion
of the Palefaces as a consequence of their gowing the seed of Divine
Truth amonget them.

Thige brought a sudden and unexpected calm among the French Col-
onigte for it caméﬂé time of intense warring when all the minds among
the Iroquois were bent upon destroying all the country, including the
French, the Huron, the Algonquine. Sucéh- sud@ien-change of mind could be
but ascribed to God; for, as He alone can abate the storms of the atmos-

phere, can ag well abate the wrath of men and turn their pursuits towards

objectives quite different even in direct opposition to those they have
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always been striving after«arrivqaat making them take steps in accordance

with Hie providential schemes.

God's own scheme for the time being was twofold. First, He,
wanted to save New France from being crushed by the Iroquois. Secondly,
He, wanted to convert these seme Iroquois to the Faith.

Three or four yearse had elapsed since the Huron Mission had

been degtroyed by the warring excursions of thie nation an inveterate



enemy to them. They had by these ruinous excursions reduaced, by thatn
much, the field of Chrietian Apogtolete and restricted in the same pro-
portion missionary activities. They must be made to compensate‘for-the
loge and the wrong sustained by God'e Religion; for the Iroquois had
deprived her by their wanton devastations of an important portion on her
gacred eomain. Yes.: the Iroquoie must compensate with something of their
own, wéé% their proper domain being opened to the preaching of the Gog-
pel. Thus, shall they recstitute to the church what they had ravished
from her and peace wag needed for that.

Then it wae clear that in all these happy diplomatie procedures
the Iroquois were moved more by the impulee of God than b; an impulse
of their dwn.

They were following & course determined by God's calculation
rather than by one of their own and therefore, most conductive to their
hetter substantial good. There is & way proper to God to avenge Himsgelf
with respect to some offensive people who have once incurred Hie wrath
but whom He has sworn not to destroy: this course, He, the Master, follo-

wed at an early date, with respect to the Iroquoig Indian KFations.
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What an emotional moment for Father Lemoine--one may easily sur-
mice, when he received hig mandate from the religious and ceivil auth-
ority to start to the Iroquois country to congolidate the pesace already
agreed upon, at Quebec, hetween that warring nation and the French, in-
cluding, as stipulated, the Hurone and the Algonquing, their irreconei-
lable enemieg. It was a hazxrd task, he knew, to maintain such people in
the persuasion of keeping forevep~thiwz?e they had just buried, nor all-
ow their hands to grasp again the deadl, tomahawk.

Eight years only had passed since Father Jogues (now venerated
ag a Saint) in a gimiliar manner fell victim of the Iroquoisg' inconst-
‘ancy because of supergtitiouns:-fear.

But Pather Lemoine was not a man to be intimidated by such con-
giderationg; he was ready td face any adversities, to suffer any even-
tual turn of fortune--even death to incorporate these indomitable
Tribes to God's Xingdom by first peacifying themn.

Let us now give you an account of thig Jesuit's embasey after the

0ld lMigglonaries' Records of the time.

Father Simon Temoine started from llontreal on Auguet 17 (1655)
accompanied by twelve Indians of the Mohawk«Tribe and two Frenchmen,
travelling not b} tra%p'oi.by aq?om?bile iiléfwgﬁ?ys, but in a bark
eznoe, the only vehiclé?iﬁEghdgé:reh%temtggé§: .%

Father Temoine was no longer an apprentice in canoe travelling;
he had at that epoch many & hard and dangerous Jjourney on his record.
He had already made the trip to the Hurone where he had heen a compa-
nion of apogtolate to 3&aint Jean de Brebeuf and Lalement, ete. up to
their Martyrdom. He had been to the Onnondaga Iroquoié the year pre-

éGu
vioug in a peace errand simil\ar and_%a seroug to that which he is

now undertaking.
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He was not more abash physically in face of the terrible rapids to
be encountered in canoe on the St. Jawrence, thqn he wagggbash mor-
ally in face of the war-axe of the untamed Iroquois. *

/f¥ﬂ On the gecond day of their journey th; Father's canoe met
with an acciden®\ which could have had a,trégical igsue ... &8 full
bath was forced up 1 upon the occigpﬁ%s in the large St. Lawrence.
His men had,whether by 1nadv~rtancn or 1mprudenoe gone too fa£y%m@
those famoug rapids ca11i§<fv the French Sault St. Luoie (Lachmne
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Rapide) which ag for a_prize or their temerit éiuged ﬁ?ewr baat/
capcize and by the vigor of the currents wae b;eught‘haokllnto &
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large and deep bay,supposedly Laprairle where the occupantc by float-

ing alongeide their:.canoce Found unde* heavens profectlon calm water

and gafety.
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to propel and specially so when it was question of carrying on their
shoulders at each rapide to be encountered on the St. Lawrence up to
Take Ontario.

Onece on the placid Lake Ontario they were delivered naturally
of that rapid'e annoyance, but another molestation none the less trocuble-

Jeefg when

gome and & lot more diequieting: it wéevgrim famine began to git by theit
sides at meal time, an unwelcome and unconfortable guest. What of their
firet abundance? We may &gk... 1t was hut matter of souvenir to make

their aectusl shortening the more trying....

yet etarvation, only they had to try their teeth
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It was not
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on meat suech ag the wolf, the fox, the wild cat wher they chaneed to
kill any. The worst was when they could not even procure wild berries,
and thug reduce sometimeg after & hard day's Jjourne; to boiled water

with cla:

&

thrown in, to give at least the potion,,by thiekenkng it &n
illusionary nourishing property.

Finally, the party arrived safely at the Mohawk&! Cagtle, call-
ed-"Ogsernenon” (today Aurigville N.Y.) on the 17th of September just
a month after their. departure from Montreal.

The reception given to Father Lemoine was mogt enthusiegtie
and full of courtegy and flattery. From the time of his first appearance,
the attention of the peonle wae attraotedo%o him as to an object of
great curiosity and considerable importance. Every one wanted to seechim,
exaﬁ%ng him from head to fAQt;.forymang of them had never geen & man in
such attire. It was the triumph of Indian civility and courtesy where
only a few yearg previous, hatred and incivility were triumphant in rez
gard to eimiliar personage (the Black-Robe).

In the chief'e lodge where they were introduced, three superb
wampumg or helte of porcelain heads were hung frgh & horizontal rod.
These wampunme were to be presented to the extraordinary envoy; each one
had it8 own language and significance. The first wag destined to calm
all apprehengion that might have risen in the mescenger's soul from som;

gsugpicion as to any posgeibility whatsoever of unkindlinesg or treacherouas

proceedings on the part of the Iroquois. The gecond wampum had to eomfort



hig heart and keep away all souvenir of the past capable of disturbing
his regt. The third hed to act as & fdot-bath of bhalmy water to clean
them of fhe dust from the road and rest them of the fatigue resulting
from hig long journey.

The following day in presence of &3l the people agsembled,
Father Temoine delivered his important message in the name of the true
God firset the Creator of Heaven and Earth, egecondarily in the name of
the French Governor--- then followed the presentation of hie own presents
according to Indian fashion. This ceremony began bfaprayer to God, the
firet public invocation to God ever made among this péople

The lMohawks responded again by presenting very rich preéents,
one of these particularly remarkable -- & representation of the sun
with beads of porcelain to the number of gix thousand -- a concrete
gymbol of the henéfite of the peace pact among nationg in comparison
with those of the gun on earth.

Soon after this so demonstrative show of reciprocal good will
and friendliness, Father Lemoine set out on a trip &6 New Amsterdan,

(New York) quite an adventurous trip at the time.

Upon hig return to the Mohawk Village, he had quite a gensat
tional experience, one working into & striking contrast with the civil-
ities he had met with during his firest daye with thie nation. An Indian
of the village, a real demoniac or acting demoniac-like, was sgeen rush-
ing through the eabingeof the village like one suddenly overtaken by the
demon of rage,,he wanted to kill Odessonk (the Indian name given to
Father Lemoine). Armed with an axe, he smaghed everything that gtood in
hie way. He got within reach of the Father; his weapon ie raised above

the priest's head, the stroke will be dealt in & second and the Father's
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gkxull will be gplit open ag & natural result, but -- the arm remained
in sugpensgion as if the murderous hand had been held bhack by some tut-
elar being from above (Probably by the intended victim's guardian angel).

The crazy man coninaed hie course gtill howling until a wo-
man screamed: "Kill my dog, let it be a vietim in Odessonkis place for
he ig tco much of a friend to ug". Then recovering hies neimal nature,
with oke stroke of his weapon, killed the animal and holding up this
victim asg a trophy in guise of the priest's head, he started on a trium-
phal march through the village.

The following day, the man'e relatives came to Father Lemoine
with a present of borcelain_beads in reparation for the offense, to wipe
away,. they said, the dust of<the night ,making reference to the night ,
during which the person in question, dreamed he wag breaking the head
of a White lMan or perhapg heard his lManitou in dream tell him to do eo.

The above incident ig one inetancé of the malignity and im-

heeility of the belief in dreams go rampant among thoese pagans of old.

FATHER'S RETURN FROM THE MOHAWK.

Ag the purpoge of hig HMiesion included not wintering among
these barbariens, and the hard season was fast advancing, Fether Le-
moine had to hasten his return to Quebec.

If the journey to thege far off countries &t that remote
epoch proved hard and difficult, the journey back presented sometimes
8 £till more embarrassing problem. Let us tell you what kind of trip
Father Lemoine had on his wa; back from his embassy to the lMohawks...

He started out from the Mohawk Castle in the beginning of
Kovember with hié twe french companions and three Iroquois &g guides.

So long they kept going by the common trail,...whether they
carried their canoeg after shouldering them, ag in case of portages, or
paddled them on navigahle waters, the trip had nothing but hearable,
although compaired with our modern travelling conveniencieg it was the
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nec plug ultra of travelling discomfort. But whatvafter they were met



on the way by & small ill-fated group of lMohawks who had just had an
encounter with a certain party of Algonquine who made things hard for
them by making three of their ﬁen rrigonerg. Father'Iemoine's men,
fearing a gimiliar faete aonto them at the handes of these Algonquing

were they to encounter them, immediately diverted their course and took
to the woode, abandonning their canoes and parts of their hacgage on
the ghore.

They were goon engaged in a dense and trackless forest of
fir trees with margshes all through soaked with stagnant half frozen wa-
ter. The gky grew overloaded and the sun goon disappeared. Deprived
thereof of all means of orientation the; could but go astray. liight
overtaking them, the; etopped &t the foot of a tree the roote of whieh,
with moss gathefed around, gaved them from lying on.& too wet surface.
It wags the 9th of Novembher, 1661.

Thet fodlowdng morning at daybreak, they must resume their
tramp through the same marsehy foregt, in spite of the rainy weather,
beating their way at random. What a harascing rambling...! Accompanied
with thattterturing anxiety caused by the absence of all guidding means
of orientation--on account of the sun being hidden all the day.

It wae almoet night when they finally arrived &t the term of
that swampy gtreteheof land. Fut the change of ground wag not much for
the better. They had to proceed over on a soft ground by its nature, but
made e£ti1ll more g0 hy the irrigation of atnamber ofvstreams intersecting
it, 2o that the; sank knee deep at each etep they tdok.

Farther on, & river of quite a gize by the volume of its wat-
er barred their way. Incontinently, trees are felled, diwided into see-
tione dragped to shore and flanked headlong on the watery surface in
manner of a raft to transport them acrosg with the help of poles as oars
and paddlesg.

That toilsome work coupled with the exhaustive march of the
day had carved in their gtomache & vacuum that sorely needeédédfilling,
while they hardly had in matter of food what might have amounted to a

man's half meal.



The third day of their gtraying saw them asg perplexed as toctheir
localisation,although,once in a while, Fabher Lemoine'g men climbed to
the tope of the trees for reconneitring. Only toward evening did they
.come to a stream which they recognized.

This happy hazard woudd have been more recomforting had they had
gomething to eat that night.

Finally, after the fourth day of degpair and wearinesg and star-
vation, they reached the St. Lawrence and saw liontreal on the other gide.
They haé no means of crbssing that wide expange, but by means of & fire
which they lighted and by discharging their muskets they attracted the ‘
notice of their friends, and a canoe was sent to take them over to the

place they had left three before.



